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Farewell to Club Hero:
Edwin ‘Meggsie’ Madigan, July 2, 1917 - May 8, 2008

At 3am on Thursday 8 May 2008, Edwin ‘Meggsie’ Madigan, or
Meggs as he was so fondly known, peacefully passed away while
watching the cricket from his bed in Mona Vale Hospital. Survived by
daughter Lindy Archer and granddaughter Maggie Archer, Meggs
was known by members of the local community as an ‘unassuming
hero’ and was a dominant figure in the founding of the Harbord
Diggers Club after the end of the war in 1945.

He gained an impressive military record when he served in the

famous Sixth Division AIF in the Middle East, Crete and New Guinea.

He was also mentioned in Dispatches for bravery whilst serving in
New Guinea.

The Harbord Diggers was established in its present location in 1957.
Meggs and a small band of other Returned Servicemen, mortgaged
their own homes to finance construction of the building. This was no
small effort, considering that at that time money was tight and the
banks were not overwhelming in their generosity.

In his long association with the Club, Meggs was instrumental in the
Harbord Diggers forging strong ties with the surrounding community.
Over the years many local organisations have benefited from the
financial support given. Some of these include local surf clubs, the
RSL Youth Club, schools in Harbord & Manly and, primarily, the
Manly Hospital.

However, Meggs ensured that it was not only financial support the
Club provided. Special events were conducted on an annual basis,
such as Christmas parties for the local Senior Citizens and children
from Stewart House. Such activities strengthened the Club’s
commitment to its members and the wider society.

Although the Diggers’ Club in the mid-1960’s was still relatively small
(with fewer than 5000 members), this did not dissuade Meggs
influencing his Board to play a central role in community life,
especially in relation to the youth of the area. This led to the
establishment of the Harbord RSL Youth Club. To this day, with a
current weekly attendance of some 300 children, the Youth Club
offers classes in dancing, music, Tae Kwon Do and general arts &
crafts. A pre-school was established in the 1980’s as an annex of
the Harbord Community Kindergarten.
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A large part of the success of this Youth Centre is attributed to the
considerable support and dedicated leadership of its office bearers,
notably Meggs Madigan. He had given unselfishly of his time and
energy, laying the foundations for the Centre’s unique achievements.
Meggs received an OAM in 2001.

One of Meggs’ great initiatives was to steer the Club to become a
major supporter of Manly Hospital. This generosity culminated in a
pledge made early in 1990 to donate over the next two years, a CAT
Scan and other sophisticated equipment to the value of more than a
quarter of a million dollars.

Despite Meggs electing in 1994 to no longer be part of the Board of
Directors, his interest in the club remained strong to the end.
Although recovering at the War Veterans Village from a nasty fall
Meggsie managed to visit the club with the club’s Welfare Office Wal
Edwards only last Friday to enjoy lunch at his club and reminisce
with Wal and the General Manager, Andrew Lauridsen. Meggs was
extremely pleased to hear how successful the latest ANZAC Day
held at the Diggers was. His parting words were “you’ve made me
very happy, I've had a great day”.

As a mark of appreciation to Meggsie for his dedication to the club,
the Harbord Diggers Club commissioned a book to be written about
his life titled ‘Harbord Hero: Meggsie Madigan, Digger Number One’
(author Gary Martin). The book is available to be purchased from
Front Reception at the Harbord Diggers Club.

Vale Meggsie
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Granddaughter Maggie Archer (left) at the Harbord Diggers 50"
Birthday Dinner, October 2007

The funeral is to be held at Ann Wilson Funerals Mona vale (cnr
Barrenjoey Rd and Darley St) on Wednesday 14 May from 10:00am.

For more information please contact:
Kiyomi Young

Ph: 9938 7605

Email: kiyomiy@mountiesgroup.com.au




